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A recognition dictionary creation apparatus photographs a
commodity by an image capturing section to capture the
image of the commodity; measures a distance from the
image capturing section to the commodity photographed by
the image capturing section; generates a quasi-commodity-
image in a state in which the commodity is imaginarily
moved away from the image capturing section to a given
registration distance longer than the measurement distance
based on the image of the commodity photographed by the
image capturing section; extracts an appearance feature
amount of the commodity from the generated quasi-com-
modity-image; and registers, in a recognition dictionary in
association with the registration distance data, the extracted
appearance feature amount as the feature amount data of the
photographed commodity at the registration distance to
create the recognition dictionary.
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1
RECOGNITION DICTIONARY CREATION
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CREATING
RECOGNITION DICTIONARY BY THE
SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-112033,
filed May 28, 2013, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate to a recognition
dictionary creation apparatus used in a system which rec-
ognizes a commodity from an image captured by photo-
graphing the commodity and, a method for creating a
recognition dictionary by the recognition dictionary creation
apparatus.

BACKGROUND

There is a technology in which an object is recognized
from an image of the object captured by an image capturing
section. In such a technology, an appearance feature amount
of'the object is extracted from the image and then compared
with feature amount data of each reference image registered
in the recognition dictionary to calculate a similarity degree
of the feature amounts. Then, an object equivalent to the
reference image having the highest similarity degree is
recognized as the object photographed by the image captur-
ing section. In recent years, it has been proposed to apply
such an object recognition technology to a checkout system
(POS system) of a retail store to recognize commodities
purchased by a customer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an external view of a store checkout system
according to one embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating hardware constitu-
tions of a scanner device and a POS terminal,

FIG. 3 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of data
stored in a recognition dictionary file;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of data
stored in a commodity information file;

FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of data
stored in a correction file;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a first state in which an
object is held to the scanner device at a setting distance d1
and an example of an image captured in the first state;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a second state in which an
object is held to the scanner device at a setting distance d2
and an example of an image captured in the second state;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a third state in which an
object is held to the scanner device at a setting distance d3
and an example of an image captured in the third state;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating functional compo-
nents of the scanner device when operating as a commodity
recognition apparatus;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating functional com-
ponents of the scanner device when operating as a recogni-
tion dictionary creation apparatus;
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2

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of an
information processing executed by a CPU of the scanner
device according to a recognition dictionary creation pro-
gram; and

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure of the
information processing executed by the CPU of the scanner
device according to the recognition dictionary creation pro-
gram.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with one embodiment, a recognition dic-
tionary creation apparatus comprises an image capturing
section, a measurement module, a specifying module, a
generation module, an after-generation extraction module
and an after-generation registration module. The image
capturing section photographs a commodity to capture the
image of the commodity. The measurement module mea-
sures a distance from the image capturing section to the
commodity photographed by the image capturing section.
The specifying module specifies the commodity. The gen-
eration module generates a quasi-commodity-image in a
state in which the commodity is imaginarily moved away
from the image capturing section to a given registration
distance longer than the distance measured by the measure-
ment module based on the image of the commodity photo-
graphed by the image capturing section. The after-genera-
tion extraction module extracts an appearance feature
amount of the commodity from the quasi-commodity-image
generated by the generation module. The after-generation
registration module registers, in a recognition dictionary in
association with the registration distance data, the appear-
ance feature amount extracted by the after-generation
extraction module as the feature amount data of the com-
modity specified by the specitying module at the registration
distance to create the recognition dictionary.

One embodiment of the recognition dictionary creation
apparatus is described below with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

In the present embodiment, a scanner device 1, which
functions as a commodity recognition apparatus of a store
checkout system, further includes a function as the recog-
nition dictionary creation apparatus.

FIG. 1 is an external view of the store checkout system.
The system includes a scanner device 1 as a registration
section for registering a commodity purchased by a cus-
tomer and a POS (Point Of Sales) terminal 2 acting as a
settlement section for processing the payment by the cus-
tomer. The scanner device 1 is mounted on a checkout
counter 3. The POS terminal 2 is arranged on a register table
4 through a drawer 5. The scanner device 1 and the POS
terminal 2 are electrically connected with each other through
a communication cable 8 (refer to FIG. 2).

The scanner device 1 comprises a keyboard 11, a touch
panel 12 and a display for customer 13. Those display or
operation devices (keyboard 11, touch panel 12 and display
for customer 13) are attached to a rectangular-shaped thin
housing 1A constituting a main body of the scanner device
1.

An image capturing section 14 is installed in the housing
1A. A reading window 1B is formed in a rectangular shape
at the front surface of the housing 1A. The image capturing
section 14 comprises a CCD (Charge Coupled Device)
image capturing element as an area image sensor, a drive
circuit thereof, and an image capturing lens for focusing the
image of an image capturing area on the CCD image
capturing element. The image capturing area refers to an
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area of a frame image which is focused on the area of the
CCD image capturing element through the image capturing
lens from the reading window 1B. The image capturing
section 14 outputs the image focused on the image capturing
area of the CCD image capturing element through the image
capturing lens. The area image sensor, which is not limited
to the CCD image capturing element, may be, for example,
a CMOS (complementary metal oxide semiconductor)
device.

A distance sensor 15 serving as a measurement module is
arranged nearby the reading window 1B. The distance
sensor 15 is used to measure a distance from the image
capturing section 14 to the commodity photographed by the
image capturing section 14. A well-known distance sensor
such as a sensor formed by combining an infrared LED and
a phototransistor or a sensor using ultrasonic or laser light
may be applied as such a distance sensor 15.

The POS terminal 2 comprises a keyboard 21, a display
for operator 22, a display for customer 23 and a receipt
printer 24 as devices required for settlement.

The checkout counter 3 is arranged along a customer
passage 3A. The register table 4 is arranged at a side
opposite to the customer passage 3A with respect to the
checkout counter 3 at a substantially right angle to the
checkout counter 3. Specifically, the register table 4 is
located at the end of the checkout counter 3 at the down-
stream side of the passage 3A in a movement direction of a
customer indicated by an arrow C. Therefore, the checkout
counter 3 and the register table 4 are arranged in an L-shape
to define a space 3B for a shop clerk in charge of settlement,
i.e., so called casher.

At the approximate center of the checkout counter 3, the
housing 1A of the scanner device 1 is vertically arranged in
such a manner that the keyboard 11, the touch panel 12 and
the reading window 1B are directed to the side of the cashier
(space 3B), respectively. The display for customer 13 of the
scanner device 1 is arranged on the housing 1A, facing to the
customer passage 3A.

A first upper surface portion of the checkout counter 3 at
the upstream side thereof through the scanner device 1 in the
customer movement direction serves as a space for placing
a shopping basket 6 in which an unregistered commodity M
purchased by a customer is held. On the other side, a second
upper surface portion at the downstream side through the
scanner device 1 serves as another space for placing a
shopping basket 7 in which a commodity M registered by the
scanner device 1 is held.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the hardware
constitutions of the scanner device 1 and the POS terminal
2. The scanner device 1 comprises a scanner section 101 and
an operation-output section 102. The scanner section 101
includes a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 111, a ROM (Read
Only Memory) 112, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 113
and a connection interface 114. The scanner section 101
further includes the image capturing section 14 and the
distance sensor 15. The CPU 111, the ROM 112, the RAM
113 and the connection interface 114 are connected with
each other via a bus line 115. Further, the image capturing
section 14 and the distance sensor 15 are also connected with
the bus line 115 through an input/output circuit (not shown).

The CPU 111 is a central part of a computer. The CPU 111
controls each section to achieve various functions of the
scanner device 1 according to an operating system or an
application program.

The ROM 112 is a main storage part of the computer. The
ROM 112 stores the operating system and the application
program mentioned above. As occasion demands, ROM 112
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4

also stores data required to execute various processing by
the CPU 111. The application program includes a recogni-
tion dictionary creation program and a commodity recogni-
tion program described later.

The RAM 113 is also a main storage part of the computer
mentioned above. The RAM 113 stores data required to
execute various processing by the CPU 111 as needed.
Further, the RAM 113 is also used as a work area for the
CPU 111 when various processing is executed.

The operation-output section 102 includes the keyboard
11, the touch panel 12, the display for customer 13, a
connection interface 116, and a speech synthesis section 117.
The keyboard 11, the touch panel 12 and the display for
customer 13 are respectively connected with a bus line 118
through an input/output circuit (not shown). The connection
interface 116 and the speech synthesis section 117 are also
connected with the bus line 118.

The touch panel 12 comprises a panel type display 12a
and a touch panel sensor 125 overlaid on the screen of the
display 12a.

The speech synthesis section 117 outputs a speech or
voice signal to a speaker 16 in response to a command input
via the bus line 118. The speaker 16 converts the voice signal
into a voice to output it.

The POS terminal 2 also carries a CPU 201 as a main
body of a control section. The CPU 201 is connected with a
ROM 203, a RAM 204, an auxiliary storage section 205, a
communication interface 206 and a connection interface 207
via a bus line 202. In addition, the keyboard 21, display for
operator 22, display for customer 23, printer 24 and drawer
5 are respectively connected with the bus line 202 via an
input-output circuit (not shown).

The communication interface 206 is connected with a
store server (not shown) via a network such as a LAN (Local
Area Network) and the like. Through this connection, the
POS terminal 2 can perform a transmission/reception of data
with the store server.

The connection interface 207 is connected with the two
connection interfaces 114 and 116 of the scanner device 1
via the communication cable 8. Through the connection, the
POS terminal 2 receives information from the scanner
section 101 of the scanner device 1. In addition, the POS
terminal 2 performs a transmission/reception of data signals
with the keyboard 11, the touch panel 12, the display for
customer 13 and the speech synthesis section 117 which
constitute the operation-output section 102 of the scanner
device 1. On the other hand, the scanner device 1 can access
the data file stored in the auxiliary storage section 205 of the
POS terminal 2 through this connection.

The auxiliary storage section 205, which is, for example,
a HDD (Hard Disk Drive) device or a SSD (Solid State
Drive) device, further stores data files such as a recognition
dictionary file 30, a commodity information file 40, a
correction file 50 and the like, in addition to various pro-
grams. In the present embodiment, the recognition diction-
ary file 30 includes three kinds of files, i.e., a short-distance
recognition dictionary file 31, an intermediate-distance rec-
ognition dictionary file 32 and a long-distance recognition
dictionary file 33. The correction file 50 includes nine kinds
of'files, i.e., a small-size sphere correction file 51, a medium-
size sphere correction file 52, a large-size sphere correction
file 53, a small-size ellipsoid correction file 54, a medium-
size ellipsoid correction file 55, a large-size ellipsoid cor-
rection file 56, a small-size cylinder correction file 57, a
medium-size cylinder correction file 58 and a large-size
cylinder correction file 59. Besides, the large-size sphere
correction file 53, the small-size ellipsoid correction file 54,
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the medium-size ellipsoid correction file 55, the large-size
ellipsoid correction file 56, the small-size cylinder correc-
tion file 57 and the medium-size cylinder correction file 58
are not shown in the figures.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of the
data stored in the recognition dictionary file 30. As shown in
FIG. 3, setting distances are respectively stored in the
recognition dictionary file 30 (31, 32, 33) in advance. For
example, a “5 cm” is stored in the short-distance recognition
dictionary file 31 as the setting distance d1, a “15 cm” is
stored in the intermediate-distance recognition dictionary
file 32 as the setting distance d2, and a “30 cm” is stored in
the long-distance recognition dictionary file 33 as the setting
distance d3.

Further, a plurality of recognition dictionary records
including a commodity ID, commodity name and feature
amount data are stored in each recognition dictionary file 31,
32, 33. The commodity ID is a unique code for distinguish-
ing each commodity individually. The commodity name is
the name of the commodity specified with the corresponding
commodity ID. The feature amount data is obtained by
extracting appearance feature amount serving as surface
information (appearance shape, hue, pattern, concave-con-
vex state and the like) of a commodity, which is distin-
guished with the corresponding commodity ID, from a
reference image captured by photographing the commodity
at a corresponding setting distance d1, d2 or d3 away from
the image capturing section 14, and then representing the
extracted appearance feature amount in the form of param-
eters.

The distance from the image capturing section 14 indi-
cates a separation distance from the reading window 1B. The
distance from the image capturing section 14 is 0 cm if the
commodity is contacted with the reading window 1B. The
distance from the image capturing section 14 increases as
the commodity is moved away from the reading window 1B.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of the
data stored in the commodity information file 40. As shown
in FIG. 4, a plurality of commodity information records
including the commodity 1D, commodity name, unit price,
shape code, size code, registration flag f are stored in the
commodity information file 40. The commodity 1D is a
unique code for distinguishing each commodity individu-
ally. The commodity name and the unit price respectively
refer to the name and the sales price per unit of the
commodity specified with the corresponding commodity ID.

The shape code indicates the classification based on the
appearance shape of the commodity specified with the
corresponding commodity ID. In the present embodiment,
shape of each commodity is classified into three types, i.e.,
“sphere”, “ellipsoid” and “cylinder”. For example, apple,
watermelon, melon and the like belong to “sphere”; lemon,
cabbage and the like belong to “ellipsoid”; and radish,
carrot, burdock and the like belong to “cylinder”. It is
defined that the shape code of the “sphere” shape is “SP”, the
shape code of the “ellipsoid” shape is “EL” and the shape
code of the “cylinder” shape is “CY”.

The size code indicates the classification based on the size
of the commodity specified with the corresponding com-
modity ID. In the present embodiment, size of each com-
modity is classified into three types, i.e., “large”, “medium”
and “small”. For example, watermelon, radish, cabbage and
the like belong to “large”; apple, melon, carrot, burdock and
the like belong to “medium”; and lemon and the like belong
to “small”. It is defined that the size code of the “large” size
is “L”, the size code of the “medium” size is “M” and the
size code of the “small” size is “S”.
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6

The registration flag f is used to identify whether or not
the feature amount data of the commodity specified with the
corresponding commodity ID is registered in the recognition
dictionary file 30. In the present embodiment, if the feature
amount data is not registered in the recognition dictionary
file 30, the registration flag f is reset to “0”. If the feature
amount data is registered in the recognition dictionary file
30, the registration flag f is set to “1”.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating the structure of the
data stored in the correction file 50. As shown in FIG. 5, the
shape code and the size code are stored in the correction file
50 (51-59) in advance. The shape code “SP” and the size
code “S” are stored in the small-size sphere correction file
51, the shape code “SP” and the size code “M” are stored in
the medium-size sphere correction file 52, and the shape
code “SP” and the size code “L.” are stored in the large-size
sphere correction file 53. The shape code “EL” and the size
code “S” are stored in the small-size ellipsoid correction file
54, the shape code “EL.” and the size code “M” are stored in
the medium-size ellipsoid correction file 55, and the shape
code “EL” and the size code “L” are stored in the large-size
ellipsoid correction file 56. The shape code “CY” and the
size code “S” are stored in the small-size cylinder correction
file 57, the shape code “CY” and the size code “M” are
stored in the medium-size cylinder correction file 58, and the
shape code “CY” and the size code “L.” are stored in the
large-size cylinder correction file 59.

Further, in the correction file 50, correction coefficients kij
(1=i=<3, 1=j=7) are set for each cell code S1~Sz in associa-
tion with each setting distance d1, d2 and d3 (d1<d2<d3) of
the short-distance recognition dictionary file 31, the inter-
mediate-distance recognition dictionary file 32 and the long-
distance recognition dictionary file 33.

Hereinafter, the cell codes S1~Sz and the correction
coeflicient kij are described in detail with reference to FIG.
6~FIG. 8.

FIG. 6 (a) illustrates a first state in which an object 60
having a standard figure of a medium-size ellipsoid is held
apart from the reading window 1B of the scanner device 1
by the setting distance d1 of the short-distance recognition
dictionary file 31. FIG. 6 (b) illustrates one frame (frame
image 61) of an image captured by the image capturing
section 14 in the first state shown in FIG. 6 (a). FIG. 7 (a)
illustrates a second state in which the same object 60 is held
apart from the reading window 1B of the scanner device 1
by the setting distance d2 of the intermediate-distance
recognition dictionary file 32. FIG. 7 (&) illustrates one
frame (frame image 62) of an image captured by the image
capturing section 14 in the second state shown in FIG. 7 (a).
FIG. 8 (a) illustrates a third state in which the same object
60 is held apart from the reading window 1B of the scanner
device 1 by the setting distance d3 of the long-distance
recognition dictionary file 33. FIG. 8 (&) illustrates one
frame (frame image 63) of an image captured by the image
capturing section 14 in the third state shown in FIG. 8 (a).

It can be known by comparing each frame image 61, 62
and 63 that images 64, 65 and 66 of the object 60 respec-
tively imaged in the frame images 61, 62 and 63 are
proportional to the distances from the reading window 1B to
the object 60. The images 64, 65 and 66 of the object 60 are
reduced as the distance from the reading window 1B to the
object 60 increases. Thus, the image 65 of the object 60
imaged in the frame image 62 can be obtained by reducing
the image 64 of the object 60 imaged in the frame image 61
at a reduction ratio equivalent to a distance difference
(d2—d1). Similarly, the image 66 of the object 60 imaged in
the frame image 63 can be obtained by reducing the image
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64 of the object 60 imaged in the frame image 61 at a
reduction ratio equivalent to a distance difference (d3-d1).

However, generally, the illumination light emitted from
an illumination light source installed in the image capturing
section 14 of the scanner device 1 is not a surface emission.
In FIGS. 6(a), 7 (a) and 8(a), arrows R schematically
indicates the illumination light emitted from the illumination
light source. As shown in the figures, for example, the light
from the position above the reading window 1B is emitted
obliquely downward, and the light from the position below
the reading window 1B is emitted obliquely upward; in this
way, the illumination light is emitted to the object 60 with
an inclination. Thus, the amount of the light emitted to the
object 60 decreases as the object 60 is moved away from the
reading window 1B. Though the light reflected from the
surface of the object 60 facing the reading window 1B is
attenuated as the object 60 is moved away from the reading
window 1B, the attenuation degree is not simply inversely
proportional to the square of the distance because the light
source is not a surface emission type. Further, the attenua-
tion degree of the reflected light at the central part of the
surface of the object 60 facing the reading window 1B is
different from that at the outer peripheral part.

In view of the foregoing, the images 65 and 66 approxi-
mate to the image actually captured can be obtained by
carrying out a correction according to the attenuation degree
of the reflected light, in addition to the processing of
reducing the image 64 of the object 60 imaged in the frame
image 61 at a reduction ratio equivalent to the distance. The
correction coefficient kij is a parameter for correcting the
images 65 and 66, which are obtained by reducing the image
64 of the object 60 at a reduction ratio equivalent to the
distance, according to the attenuation degree of the reflected
light corresponding to the distance.

To obtain such a correction coefficient kij, in the present
embodiment, the object 60 having a standard figure is
prepared for each combination of the commodity shape
(sphere, ellipsoid and cylinder) and the commodity size
(large, medium and small). The standard figure is a typical
one within the shapes and sizes of commodities belonging to
the combination of shape and size applied. In addition, it is
preferable that the surface color of the object 60 is white.

The creation apparatus for the correction file 50 respec-
tively acquires, for each object 60, the frame image 61
captured in the first state shown in FIG. 6 (a), the frame
image 62 captured in the second state shown in FIG. 7 (a)
and the frame image 63 captured in the third state shown in
FIG. 8 (a). Then, as shown in each of FIGS. 6(5), 7(b) and
8(b), the creation apparatus divides each frame image 61, 62
and 63 into a matrix form with cells of the same size. Each
cell is assigned with a cell code S1,S2 ... Sn. .. Sz in order.

The creation apparatus calculates the amount of the
reflected light for each cell at the same position assigned
with the same cell code S1, S2 ... Sn ... Sz of each frame
image 61, 62 and 63, to digitize the attenuation degree
thereof. Then the creation apparatus regards the resulting
value as the correction coefficient k1j. For example, as to the
cell having the cell code S1, the creation apparatus calcu-
lates a value equivalent to the amount of the reflected light
of the frame image 62 and a value equivalent to the amount
of' the reflected light of the frame image 63 in a case in which
the amount of the reflected light of the frame image 61 is
normalized to “1”. In this case, “1” is the correction coef-
ficient k11, the value equivalent to the amount of the
reflected light of the frame image 62 is the correction
coeflicient k21, and the value equivalent to the amount of the
reflected light of the frame image 63 is the correction
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8
coeflicient k31. As to the cells having the cell codes S2~Sz
also, the creation apparatus calculates the same values to
obtain the correction coefficient kij.

The correction coefficients k11, k12 . . . kln. . . klz are
calculated from the frame image 61 corresponding to the
setting distance d1. The correction coefficients k21, k22 . . .
k2n. . . k2z are also calculated from the frame image 62
corresponding to the setting distance d2. The correction
coeflicients k31, k32 . . . k3n. . . k3z are still also calculated
from the frame image 63 corresponding to the setting
distance d3.

In a case in which the object 60 is of a standard figure of
“sphere” and “small”, the creation apparatus sets, in the
small-size sphere correction file 51, the correction coeffi-
cients k11, k12 . . . kln. . . klz, the correction coeflicients
k21,k22 ... K2n. .. k2z and the correction coeflicients k31,
k32 . ..k3n. .. k3z for each setting distance d1, d2 and d3.
In this way, the small-size sphere correction file 51 is
created.

In a case in which the object 60 is of a standard figure of
“sphere” and “medium”, the creation apparatus sets the same
correction coeflicients kij in the medium-size sphere correc-
tion file 52. In this way, the medium-size sphere correction
file 52 is created. The large-size sphere correction file 53, the
small-size ellipsoid correction file 54, the medium-size
ellipsoid correction file 55, the large-size ellipsoid correc-
tion file 56, the small-size cylinder correction file 57, the
medium-size cylinder correction file 58 and the large-size
cylinder correction file 59 are also created in the same way.

The correction coefficient kij changes due to, for example,
not only the characteristic (performance) of the image
capturing section 14 of the scanner device 1 but also the light
surrounding the arrangement location of the scanner device
1. Thus, when introducing the scanner device 1, a user needs
to create an optimal correction file 50 for the scanner device
1 and download the file to the POS terminal 2 connected
with the scanner device 1. The creation apparatus for the
correction file 50 described above may be realized through
a general computer by creating a proper application pro-
gram.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating the functional
components of the scanner device 1 when operating as the
commodity recognition apparatus. In a case of recognizing
a commodity M purchased by a customer with the scanner
device 1, the user operates the keyboard 11 or the touch
panel 12 to select a commodity recognition mode. Then the
operator holds the commodity M to the reading window 1B.

When the commodity recognition mode is selected, the
commodity recognition program is started in the scanner
device 1. Then the CPU 111 realizes, according to the
commodity recognition program, the functions as a distance
detection module 71, a distance determination module 72, a
dictionary selection module 73, an extraction module 74, a
similarity degree calculation module 75, a candidate output
module 76 and a determination module 77. Hereinafter, each
of these functions is described in detail.

When the commodity M is held to the reading window
1B, the CPU 111 functions as the distance detection module
71. The CPU 111 acquires the distance data output from the
distance sensor 15 as a measurement distance d from the
image capturing section 14 to the commodity M. If the
measurement distance d is acquired, the CPU 111 functions
as the distance determination module 72. The CPU 111
determines which one of the setting distances d1, d2 and d3
set in the recognition dictionary file 30 is similar to the
measurement distance d.



US 9,454,708 B2

9

When one of the setting distances d1, d2 and d3 similar
to the measurement distance d is specified, the CPU 111
functions as the dictionary selection module 73. The CPU
111 selects a recognition dictionary file 30 corresponding to
the setting distance specified to be similar to the measure-
ment distance d. For example, if the setting distance d1 is
specified, the CPU 111 selects the short-distance recognition
dictionary file 31. If the setting distance d2 is specified, the
CPU 111 selects the intermediate-distance recognition dic-
tionary file 32. If the setting distance d3 is specified, the
CPU 111 selects the long-distance recognition dictionary file
33.

Further, when the commodity M is held to the reading
window 1B, the CPU 111 functions as the extraction module
74. The CPU 111 extracts, from an image captured by the
image capturing section 14, the appearance feature amount
such as the shape, surface hue, pattern, concave-convex state
and the like of the commodity M imaged in the image. When
the appearance feature amount is extracted, the CPU 111
functions as the similarity degree calculation module 75.
The CPU 111 compares the appearance feature amount
extracted by the extraction module 74 with each of the
feature amount data for each commodity in the recognition
dictionary file 30 selected by the dictionary selection module
73 in sequence, to calculate, for each commodity registered
in the dictionary, a similarity degree indicating how much
similar the appearance feature amount is to the feature
amount data.

When the similarity degree of each commodity is calcu-
lated, the CPU 111 functions as the candidate output module
76. The CPU 111 outputs and displays, for example, the first
five commodities in the descending order of similarity
degree on the touch panel 12 as the recognition commodity
candidates in a selectable manner. When the recognition
commodity candidates are displayed, the CPU 111 functions
as the determination module 77. The CPU 111 determines
the commodity selected from the recognition commodity
candidates as the commodity purchased by the customer
through an input operation on the keyboard 11 or the touch
panel 12. Alternatively, the CPU 111 determines the com-
modity having the highest similarity degree within the
recognition commodity candidates as the commodity pur-
chased by the customer.

The sales data of the determined commodity is sent to the
POS terminal 2 via the communication cable 8. In this way,
the sales data of the commodity determined by the deter-
mination module 77 is registered in the POS terminal 2.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating the functional
components of the scanner device 1 in a case in which the
scanner device 1 operates as the recognition dictionary
creation apparatus. In a case of registering the recognition
dictionary record of the commodity M in the recognition
dictionary file 30, the user operates the keyboard 11 or the
touch panel 12 to select a recognition dictionary creation
mode.

When the recognition dictionary creation mode is
selected, the recognition dictionary creation program is
started in the scanner device 1. Then the CPU 111 realizes,
according to the recognition dictionary creation program,
the functions as a specifying module 81, a determination
module 82, a warning module 83, a distance detection
module 84, a before-generation extraction module 85, a
before-generation registration module 86, an acquisition
module 87, a generation module 88, a correction module 89,
an after-generation extraction module 90 and an after-
generation registration module 91. Hereinafter, each func-
tion is described in detail with reference to the flowcharts in
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FIG. 11 and FIG. 12. In addition, the content of the pro-
cessing described below and shown in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12
are described as one example, and the same result can be
obtained by carrying out various processing properly.

When the recognition dictionary creation program is
started, the CPU 111 retrieves the commodity information
file 40. Then the CPU 111 confirms whether or not there is
a commodity information record of which the registration
flag f'is reset to “0” (ACT 1). If the registration flags f of all
the commodity information records are set to “1” (NO in
ACT 1), there is no commodity of which the feature amount
data has to be registered in the recognition dictionary file 30.
In this case, the CPU 111 notifies the user that there is no
commodity not yet registered (ACT 2), and then the pro-
cessing is ended. The notification can be given through the
display on the touch panel 12 or a sound output from the
speaker 16.

On the other hand, if there is a commodity information
record of which the registration flag f is reset to “0” (YES
in ACT 1), the CPU 111 creates an unregistered commodity
list in which the commodity name of the commodity infor-
mation record of which the registration flag f is reset to “0”
is listed, and then displays the unregistered commodity list
on the touch panel 12 (ACT 3).

The commodity name of the unregistered commodity list
can be selected through a touch operation on the touch panel
12. Further, an “end” button is also displayed on the screen
of the unregistered commodity list. The CPU 111 waits for
until the commodity name is selected or the “end” button is
touched (ACT 4, ACT 5).

The user selects a registration target commodity M from
the commodities displayed in the unregistered commodity
list, and then touches the commodity name of the commod-
ity. Then, the user holds the registration target commodity M
to the reading window 1B.

If the registration target commodity M is selected (YES in
ACT 4), the CPU 111 functions as the specifying module 81.
The specifying module 81 specifies the commodity photo-
graphed by the image capturing section 14. The CPU 111
specifies the commodity corresponding to the touched com-
modity name as the registration target commodity M, and
acquires the commodity information record containing the
commodity name from the commodity information file 40 to
store the commodity information record in the RAM 113
(ACT 6).

When the registration target commodity M is specified,
the CPU 111 sets the shortest setting distance di (d1 in the
present embodiment) within the setting distances d1, d2 and
d3 set in the recognition dictionary file 30 as the registration
distance dx (ACT 7). Then, the CPU 111 displays a regis-
tration screen on the touch panel 12 (ACT 8). An area in
which the image captured by the image capturing section 14
is displayed is formed on the registration screen. A guidance
which instructs the user to hold the commodity M to the
image capturing section is displayed nearby the area. At this
time, the content of the guidance may be informed with a
sound or voice from the speaker 16.

When the registration screen is displayed, the CPU 111
outputs an ON-signal of image capturing to the image
capturing section 14 (ACT 9). The image capturing section
14 starts the image capturing operation to photograph the
image capturing area in response to the ON-signal of image
capturing. The frame images of the image capturing area
captured by the image capturing section 14 are stored in the
RAM 113 in sequence.

After outputting the ON-signal of image capturing, the
CPU 111 acquires the frame image stored in the RAM 113
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(ACT 10). Then the CPU 111 confirms whether or not the
commodity M is photographed in the frame image (ACT
11). If the commodity M is not photographed in the frame
image (NO in ACT 11), the CPU 111 acquires a next frame
image from the RAM 113 (ACT 10). Then the CPU 111
confirms whether or not the commodity M is photographed
in the frame image (ACT 11).

If the commodity M is photographed in the frame image
(YES in ACT 11), the CPU 111 functions as the determina-
tion module 82. The determination module 82 determines
whether or not the entire shape of the commodity is imaged
in the image captured by the image capturing section 14. The
CPU 111 extracts a contour line and the like from the binary
image of the frame image. Then the CPU 111 tries to extract
the contour of the object imaged in the frame image. If the
contour of the object is extracted completely, the CPU 111
regards that the entire shape of the commodity M is imaged
in the frame image (ACT 12).

If the entire shape of the commodity M is not completely
imaged in the frame image (NO in ACT 12), the CPU 111
functions as the warning module 83. The warning module 83
issues a warning if the entire shape of the commodity is not
completely imaged in the image captured by the image
capturing section 14. The CPU 111 displays a warning
message on the registration screen to notify the user that the
entire shape of the commodity is not completely imaged
(ACT 13). At this time, same warning message may be
issued with a sound or voice from the speaker 16.

After the warning is issued, the CPU 111 acquires a next
frame image from the RAM 113 (ACT 10). Then the CPU
111 confirms whether or not the entire shape of the com-
modity M is completely imaged in the frame image (ACT
11, ACT 12).

If the entire shape of the commodity M is completely
imaged in the frame image (YES in ACT 12), the CPU 111
functions as the distance detection module 84. The distance
detection module 84 acquires the distance from the image
capturing section 14 to the commodity M photographed by
the image capturing section 14. The CPU 111 acquires the
distance data output from the distance sensor 15 as the
measurement distance d from the image capturing section 14
to the commodity M (ACT 14).

After the measurement distance d is acquired, the CPU
111 compares the measurement distance d with the regis-
tration distance dx (ACT 15). As a result, if the measurement
distance d is shorter than the registration distance dx
(“d<dx” in ACT 15), the CPU 111 calculates a movement
distance Ad (Ad=dx-d) of the commodity M indicating the
distance for which the commodity M is moved so that the
measurement distance d is consistent with the given regis-
tration distance dx. Then the CPU 111 displays the move-
ment distance Ad on the registration screen (ACT 16). After
that, the CPU 111 acquires a next frame image from the
RAM 113 (ACT 10) to execute the processing following
ACT 11.

On the contrary, if the measurement distance d is longer
than the registration distance dx (“d>dx” in ACT 15), the
entire shape of the commodity M cannot be photographed in
a state in which the commodity M is held to the image
capturing section 14 apart from the image capturing section
14 by the registration distance dx. In this case, the CPU 111
changes the registration distance dx to the next shortest
setting distance d(i+1) within the setting distances d1, d2
and d3 set in the recognition dictionary file 30 (ACT 17).
After that, the CPU 111 acquires a next frame image from
the RAM 113 (ACT 10) to execute the processing following
ACT 11.
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In addition, though it is not shown in the figures, in the
processing in ACT 17, it is determined as an error that the
commodity M cannot be recognized if the registration
distance dx is the longest one within the setting distances d1,
d2 and d3.

If the measurement distance d is consistent with the
registration distance dx (“d=dx” in ACT 15), the CPU 111
displays a message on the registration screen to inform that
the measurement distance d reaches the given registration
distance dx (ACT 21). At this time, same message may be
issued through a sound or voice from the speaker 16.

The CPU 111 determines whether or not an automatic
registration mode is set (ACT 22). The scanner device 1 has
an automatic registration mode and a manual registration
mode in a case in which the scanner device 1 operates as a
recognition dictionary creation apparatus, and one of the
automatic registration mode and the manual registration
mode is set as a default mode in advance. The operation
mode can be properly changed by the user.

If the automatic registration mode is set (YES in ACT 22),
the CPU 111 functions as the before-generation extraction
module 85. On the contrary, if the manual registration mode
is set (NO in ACT 22), the CPU 111 waits for until a
registration key is input (ACT 23). The registration key is
arranged on the keyboard 11. Alternatively, the registration
key may be displayed on the registration screen only in the
manual registration mode. If the registration key is input
(YES in ACT 23), the CPU 111 functions as the before-
generation extraction module 85.

The before-generation extraction module 85 extracts the
appearance feature amount of the commodity M from the
image of the commodity M photographed by the image
capturing section 14. The CPU 111 cuts out the commodity
image from the frame image in which the commodity M is
detected in the processing in ACT 11 (ACT 24). Then the
CPU 111 extracts the appearance feature amount such as the
shape, surface hue, pattern, concave-convex state and the
like of the commodity M from the commodity image (ACT
25).

If the appearance feature amount of the commodity M is
extracted, the CPU 111 functions as the before-generation
registration module 86. The before-generation registration
module 86 registers, in the recognition dictionary file 30 in
association with the distance data, the appearance feature
amount extracted by the before-generation extraction mod-
ule 85 as the feature amount data of the commodity M
specified by the specitying module 81 at the distance mea-
sured by the distance sensor 15. The CPU 111 selects the
recognition dictionary file 30 (31, 32 or 33) in which the
registration distance dx is stored as the setting distance
(ACT 26). Then the CPU 111 registers the commodity 1D
and the commodity name of the commodity information
record stored in the RAM 113 in the processing in ACT 6 in
the recognition dictionary file 30 selected in the processing
in ACT 26 in association with the feature amount data
extracted in the processing in ACT 25 (ACT 27).

Next, the CPU 111 functions as the acquisition module 87.
The acquisition module 87 acquires the appearance shape of
the commodity M photographed by the image capturing
section 14. The CPU 111 determines whether the shape of
the commodity M is sphere, ellipsoid or cylinder, and the
size thereof is small, medium or large according to the entire
shape of the commodity M recognized in the processing in
ACT 12, for example, with a template matching image
processing method (ACT 28).

Next, the CPU 111 sets the setting distance, which is next
shortest to the current registration distance dx, within the
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setting distances set in the recognition dictionary file 30 as
a new registration distance dy (ACT 29). Then the CPU 111
functions as the generation module 88. The generation
module 88 generates a quasi-commodity-image at the time
of imaginarily moving the commodity away from the image
capturing section 14 to a given registration distance longer
than the distance measured by the distance sensor 15 based
on the image of the commodity photographed by the image
capturing section 14. The CPU 111 calculates the difference
between the new registration distance dy and the registration
distance dx. Then the CPU 111 reduces the commodity
image cut out in the processing in ACT 24 at a reduction
ratio equivalent to the difference (ACT 30). The image may
be reduced with a well-known method such as a nearest
neighbor method, a bilinear method, a bi-cubic method and
the like.

Next, the CPU 111 functions as the correction module 89.
The correction module 89 corrects the quasi-commodity-
image generated by the generation module 88 with a cor-
rection coefficient for the registration distance dy. The CPU
111 selects, from the correction files 50, the correction file 50
in which the shape and the size of the commodity M
determined in the processing in ACT 28 are stored (ACT
31). The CPU 111 reads each correction coefficient kij of the
cell codes S1~Sz corresponding to the registration distance
dy from the correction file 50 selected. Then the CPU 111
applies each correction coefficient kij of the cell codes
S1~Sz to the part of the same cell of the frame image in
which the commodity image is reduced in the processing in
ACT 30, to correct the luminance of the reduced commodity
image (ACT 32).

After the correction is made, the CPU 111 functions as the
after-generation extraction module 90. The after-generation
extraction module 90 extracts the appearance feature amount
of the commodity from the quasi-commodity-image gener-
ated by the generation module 88. The CPU 111 cuts out the
reduced commodity image from the frame image corrected
in the processing in ACT 32 (ACT 33). Then the CPU 111
extracts the appearance feature amount such as the shape,
surface hue, pattern, concave-convex state and the like of the
commodity M from the commodity image (ACT 34).

After the appearance feature amount of the commodity M
is extracted, the CPU 111 functions as the after-generation
registration module 91. The after-generation registration
module 91 registers, in the recognition dictionary file 30 in
association with the registration distance data, the appear-
ance feature amount extracted by the after-generation
extraction module 90 as the feature amount data of the
commodity specified by the specitfying module 81 at the
registration distance dy. The CPU 111 selects the recognition
dictionary file, in which the registration distance dy is stored
as the setting distance (ACT 35), within the recognition
dictionary files 30 (31, 32 or 33). Then the CPU 111 registers
the commodity ID and the commodity name of the com-
modity information record stored in the RAM 113 in the
processing in ACT 6 in the recognition dictionary file 30
selected in the processing in ACT 35 in association with the
feature amount data extracted in the processing in ACT 34
(ACT 36).

After that, the CPU 111 confirms whether or not the
registration distance dy is the maximum value of the setting
distance (ACT 37). If the registration distance dy is not the
maximum value of the setting distance (NO in ACT 37), the
CPU 111 returns to carry out the processing in ACT 29.
Then, after setting the setting distance, which is next shortest
to the current registration distance, within the setting dis-
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tances set in the recognition dictionary file 30 as a new
registration distance dy, the CPU 111 executes the process-
ing following ACT 30 again.

If the registration distance dy is the maximum value of the
setting distance, the processing in ACT 1 is carried out. In
this way, since the unregistered commodity list is updated,
the user selects a next registration target commodity M.
Then the user touches the commodity name and holds the
commodity M to the reading window 1B. In this way, each
processing in ACT 6~ACT 37 is executed again in the
scanner device 1.

If the creation of the recognition dictionary file 30 is
completed, the user touches the “end” button. If the “end”
button is touched (YES in ACT 5), the CPU 111 erases the
unregistered commodity list, and then the operations acting
as the recognition dictionary creation apparatus is termi-
nated.

In a case of registering the recognition dictionary record
of the commodity M in the recognition dictionary file 30
through the scanner device 1 described in the present
embodiment, the user first selects a recognition dictionary
creation mode as an operation mode of the scanner device 1.
The unregistered commodity list is displayed on the touch
panel 12, and then the user selects the commodity M from
the list. Next, the registration screen is displayed on the
touch panel 12, and the user holds the commodity M to the
reading window 1B.

In the scanner device 1, the distance d from the reading
window 1B to the commodity M is measured by the distance
sensor 15. At this time, since the setting distance d1 (for
example, 5 cm) of the short-distance recognition dictionary
file 31 is set as the registration distance dx, it is determined
whether or not the distance d is consistent with the regis-
tration distance dx in the scanner device 1. If the distance d
is shorter than the registration distance dx, the difference 44
to the registration distance dx is notified in the scanner
device 1. Thus, the user moves the commodity N away from
the reading window 1B by a distance equivalent to the
difference Ad.

Then, if the distance d from the reading window 1B to the
commodity M is consistent with the registration distance dx,
a message indicating that the distance d reaches the regis-
tration distance dx is notified in the scanner device 1. If the
automatic registration mode is set, the image of the com-
modity M is cutout from the frame image captured by the
image capturing section 14, and the appearance feature
amount such as the shape, surface hue, pattern, concave-
convex state and the like of the commodity M is extracted
from the image of the commodity M in the scanner device
1. Then, the feature amount data representing the extracted
appearance feature amount in the form of parameters as well
as the commodity ID and the commodity name of the
commodity M is registered in the short-distance recognition
dictionary file 31 in which the setting distance d1 is set.

On the other hand, if the manual registration mode is set,
instead of the automatic registration mode, the user operates
the registration key. In the scanner device 1, the image of the
commodity M is cut out from the image captured by the
image capturing section 14, and the appearance feature
amount such as the shape, surface hue, pattern, concave-
convex state and the like of the commodity M is extracted
from the image of the commodity M. Then, the feature
amount data representing the extracted appearance feature
amount in the form of parameters as well as the commodity
ID and the commodity name of the commodity M is regis-
tered in the short-distance recognition dictionary file 31 in
which the setting distance d1 is set.
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When the recognition dictionary record containing the
feature amount data of the commodity M is registered in the
short-distance recognition dictionary file 31, the shape and
the size of the commodity M are acquired from the image of
the commodity M in the scanner device 1. Further, in the
scanner device 1, the setting distance d2 of the intermediate-
distance recognition dictionary file 32 is set as the new
registration distance dy. Then the image of the commodity
M is reduced at a reduction ratio equivalent to the difference
[d2-d1] between the distance d2 and the distance dl.

Further, in the scanner device 1, the correction file 50
corresponding to the shape and the size of the commodity M
is selected. For example, if it is assumed that the shape of the
commodity M is ellipsoid and the size thereof is medium,
the medium-size ellipsoid correction file 55 is selected.

If the correction file 50 is selected, the correction coeffi-
cients k21~k2z of each cell code corresponding to the setting
distance d2 are selected from the correction file 50 in the
scanner device 1. Then, the frame image in which the image
of the commodity M is reduced at the reduction ratio
equivalent to the difference [d2-d1] is corrected with the
correction coefficients k21~k2z for each cell.

In the scanner device 1, the reduced image of the com-
modity M (quasi-commodity-image) is cut out from the
corrected frame image, and the appearance feature amount
such as the shape, surface hue, pattern, concave-convex state
and the like of the commodity M is extracted from the
commodity image. Then, the feature amount data represent-
ing the extracted appearance feature amount in the form of
parameters as well as the commodity ID and the commodity
name of the commodity M is registered in the intermediate-
distance recognition dictionary file 32 in which the setting
distance d2 is set.

Next, in the scanner device 1, the setting distance d3 of
the long-distance recognition dictionary file 33 is set as the
new registration distance dy. Then the image of the com-
modity M is reduced at a reduction ratio equivalent to the
difference [d3-d1] between the distance d3 and the distance
d1.

Further, in the scanner device 1, the correction coefficients
k31~k3z of each cell code corresponding to the setting
distance d3 are selected from the correction file 50 corre-
sponding to the shape and the size of the commodity M.
Then, the frame image in which the image of the commodity
M is reduced at the reduction ratio equivalent to the differ-
ence [d3-d1] is corrected with the correction coeflicients
k31~k3z for each cell.

In the scanner device 1, the reduced image of the com-
modity M (quasi-commodity-image) is cut out from the
corrected frame image, and the appearance feature amount
such as the shape, surface hue, pattern, concave-convex state
and the like, of the commodity M is extracted from the
commodity image. Then, the feature amount data represent-
ing the extracted appearance feature amount in the form of
parameters as well as the commodity ID and the commodity
name of the commodity M is registered in the long-distance
recognition dictionary file 33 in which the setting distance
d3 is set.

In this way, the recognition dictionary record containing
the feature amount data of the commodity M is registered in
the short-distance recognition dictionary file 31, the inter-
mediate-distance recognition dictionary file 32 and the long-
distance recognition dictionary file 33, respectively. In this
case, the feature amount data registered in the short-distance
recognition dictionary file 31 is obtained from the image
captured in a state in which the commodity M is held apart
from the image capturing section 14 by the setting distance
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d1. Further, the feature amount data registered in the inter-
mediate-distance recognition dictionary file 32 is obtained
from the image (quasi-commodity-image) approximate or
equivalent to the image captured in a state in which the
commodity M is held apart from the image capturing section
14 by the setting distance d2. Similarly, the feature amount
data registered in the long-distance recognition dictionary
file 33 is obtained from the image (quasi-commodity-image)
approximate or equivalent to the image captured in a state in
which the commodity M is held apart from the image
capturing section 14 by the setting distance d3.

In accordance with the present embodiment, the user is
required only to hold the commodity M apart from the image
capturing section 14 by the setting distance dl, and the
feature amount data obtained from not only the image
captured at the setting distance d1 but also the images
virtually captured at the setting distance d2 and the setting
distance d3 longer than the setting distance d1 are respec-
tively registered in the recognition dictionary file 30 (31, 32,
33). There is no need to capture a plurality of reference
images having different resolutions for one commodity to
create distance-classified recognition dictionary files 30.
Therefore, the distance-classified recognition dictionary
files 30 can be created easily and efficiently.

The present invention is not limited to the embodiment
described above.

For example, in the embodiment described above, the
recognition dictionary file 30 is divided into three types
thereof, i.e., the short-distance recognition dictionary file 31,
the intermediate-distance recognition dictionary file 32 and
the long-distance recognition dictionary file 33. However,
the number of the types of the recognition dictionary file 30
is not limited to three. The recognition dictionary file 30 may
be divided into two types thereof, i.e., short distance and
long distance recognition dictionary files, or more than four
types thereof provided that the setting distance in each file
of the types is different from one another.

In addition, the recognition dictionary file 30 is not
limited to be divided according to different distances. For
example, the recognition dictionary file 30 may be physi-
cally constituted by one file by adding the data of the setting
distances d1~d3 to the recognition dictionary data.

In the embodiment described above, the correction file 50
is divided into nine types, i.e., the small-size sphere correc-
tion file 51, the medium-size sphere correction file 52, the
large-size sphere correction file 53, the small-size ellipsoid
correction file 54, the medium-size ellipsoid correction file
55, the large-size ellipsoid correction file 56, the small-size
cylinder correction file 57, the medium-size cylinder cor-
rection file 58 and the large-size cylinder correction file 59.
However, the number of the types of the correction file 50
is not limited to nine. The correction file 50 may be properly
set in accordance with the number of the classifications
distinguishing the appearance shapes of the commodity and
the classifications distinguishing the sizes of the commodity.
Further, the correction file 50 may be constituted by one data
file by adding a shape code and a size code to the record
including the setting distance and, the correction coeflicient
for each cell code.

In the embodiment described above, the value equivalent
to the amount of the reflected light of the frame image 62 and
the value equivalent to the amount of the reflected light of
the frame image 63 are set as the correction coefficient kij in
a case in which the amount of the reflected light of the frame
image 61 is normalized to “1”. However, the correction
coeflicient kij is not limited to this. The correction coeflicient
kij may be a parameter for representing the attenuation trend
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of the light reflected by the surface of the object 60 having
a standard figure when photographing the object at each
separation distance from the image capturing section 14.

In addition, in a case in which the illumination light
source attached in the image capturing section 14 is a surface
emission type, the correction based on the correction coef-
ficient kij is not needed. In this case, the correction file 50
can be omitted. Further, the processing in ACT 31 and ACT
32 in the procedure of the information processing executed
by the CPU 111 of the scanner device 1 according to the
recognition dictionary creation program can be omitted as
well.

In the embodiment descried above, it is exemplified that
the function as a recognition dictionary creation apparatus is
included in the scanner device 1 functioning as the com-
modity recognition apparatus. However, the scanner device
1 does not necessarily include the function as the commodity
recognition apparatus. The recognition dictionary creation
apparatus may be constituted as a dedicated device. In this
case, the recognition dictionary file 30, the commodity
information file 40 and the correction file 50 may be stored
in an auxiliary storage section arranged in the dedicated
device, or in the storage device of a server connected with
the dedicated device through a network.

Further, the transfer of the recognition dictionary creation
apparatus is generally carried out in a state where the
programs such as the recognition dictionary creation pro-
gram are stored in the ROM. However, the preset invention
is not limited to this. The recognition dictionary creation
program and the like transferred separately from a computer
device may be written in a writable storage device of the
computer device through an operation of a user and the like.
The transfer of the recognition dictionary creation program
and the like may be carried out by recording the program in
a removable recording medium, or through a communica-
tion via a network. The form of the recording medium is not
limited as long as the recording medium can store programs
like a CD-ROM, a memory card and the like, and is readable
by an apparatus. Further, the function realized by an
installed or downloaded program can also be realized
through the cooperation with an OS (Operating System)
installed in the apparatus.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such
forms or modifications as would fall within the scope and
spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A recognition dictionary creation apparatus, compris-

ing:

an image capturing section configured to photograph a
commodity to capture the image of the commodity;

a measurement module configured to measure a distance
from the image capturing section to the commodity
photographed by the image capturing section;

a specifying module configured to specify the commodity;

a storage module configured to store a correction coeffi-
cient for representing an attenuation trend of light
reflected by a surface of the commodity having a
standard figure when photographing the commodity at
each separation distance from the image capturing
section;

a generation module configured to generate a quasi-
commodity-image in a state in which the commodity is
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imaginarily moved away from the image capturing
section to a given registration distance longer than the
distance measured by the measurement module based
on the image of the commodity photographed by the
image capturing section;

a correction module configured to correct the quasi-
commodity-image generated by the generation module
with the correction coefficient for the registration dis-
tance;

an after-generation extraction module configured to
extract an appearance feature amount of the commodity
from the quasi-commodity-image generated by the
generation module, wherein the after-generation
extraction module extracts the appearance feature
amount of the commodity from the quasi-commodity-
image corrected by the correction module; and

an after-generation registration module configured to reg-
ister, in a recognition dictionary in association with the
registration distance, the appearance feature amount
extracted by the after-generation extraction module as
the feature amount data of the commodity specified by
the specifying module at the registration distance.

2. The recognition dictionary creation apparatus accord-

ing to claim 1, further comprising:

an acquisition module configured to acquire the appear-
ance shape of the commodity photographed by the
image capturing section; wherein

the storage module stores, for each standard figure, a
correction coefficient for representing the attenuation
trend of each light reflected by the surfaces of objects
having different standard figures when photographing
the objects at each separation distance from the image
capturing section, and

the correction module corrects the quasi-commodity-im-
age with a correction coefficient of a standard figure
similar to the appearance shape acquired by the acqui-
sition module.

3. The recognition dictionary creation apparatus accord-

ing to claim 1, further comprising:

a before-generation extraction module configured to
extract an appearance feature amount of the commodity
from the image of the commodity photographed by the
image capturing section; and

a before-generation registration module configured to
register the appearance feature amount extracted by the
before-generation extraction module as the feature
amount data of the commodity specified by the speci-
fying module at the distance measured by the measure-
ment module in the recognition dictionary in associa-
tion with the distance data.

4. The recognition dictionary creation apparatus accord-

ing to claim 1, further comprising:

a determination module configured to determine whether
or not the entire shape of the commodity is imaged in
the image captured by the image capturing section; and

a warning module configured to issue a warning if the
entire shape of the commodity is not completely
imaged.

5. A method for creating a recognition dictionary by a
recognition dictionary creation apparatus having an image
capturing section, including:

photographing a commodity by the image capturing sec-
tion to capture the image of the commodity;

measuring a distance from the commodity to the image
capturing section;

specifying the commodity;

storing a correction coefficient for representing an attenu-
ation trend of light reflected by a surface of the com-
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modity having a standard figure when photographing
the commodity at each separation distance from the
image capturing section;

generating a quasi-commodity-image in a state in which
the commodity is imaginarily moved away from the
image capturing section to a given registration distance
longer than the measured distance based on the image
of'the commodity photographed by the image capturing
section;

correcting the generated quasi-commodity-image with the
correction coefficient for the registration distance;

extracting an appearance feature amount of the commod-
ity from the corrected quasi-commodity-image; and

registering, in a recognition dictionary in association with
the registration distance, the extracted appearance fea-
ture amount as the feature amount data of the specified
commodity at the registration distance to create the
recognition dictionary.
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